Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
Who owns knowledge/ideas/technology/designs.

Confidentiality 
Covers recipes and formulas. (Fireworks, Irn-Bru, chemicals and medicines).

People sign a legal contract not to tell anyone and never travel in same car etc.

Copyright ©
Covers Music, Songs, Poems, Stories, Films, Books, Paintings, Images, Photographs.



Artist signs and dates it. Can be sold.


Patent 

Technology, Gadgets, Mechanisms, New product.



Has to be applied for to the Patent Office.




You can sell your Patents.

Trademark ™
Logo, Brand Image. Purely visual.




It helps people recognise a Brand.




Has to be registered at the patent office.
Brand


What you associate with a company. Quality, Cost, 
Reliability, Status.
Symbols?

Companies take years and a lot of advertising to build up their ‘Brand Image’.  They get VERY upset if someone tries to copy their trademarks etc.

Design 

Covers new versions of an existing product which looks
Rights 

different or functions differently. But its still a 



toaster/Kettle/Car.




Design Rights last for 10 years.

Registered

Covers the appearance/style of a particular type of

Design ®

Product. 




Volkswagen Bettle/ Anglepoise Lamp/iPod.


Lasts 25 years.
How does all of this affect Product Design?

In house designers. Free lance Designers. Subcontracted Designers.

